
Rapture  

The early founders of this country believed in post tribulation gathering of the 
saints. Rapture teaching is as dangerous as universalism and preterism.  
 
Rapture terminology came about in the late 1800’s coming from an encounter in 
1830 of Margaret MacDonald in Scotland - 15 years old - had a vision of a 2 stage 
return of Christ. Picked up and spread by John Nelson Darby.  
 
There was taught to be a period of time between the gathering and the return.  
 
The last day is a single day, 2 stage event of UP and DOWN. and MID TRIB.  

1. UP The dead arise from graves and those alive are gathering in the air.  
2. DOWN Jesus descending on the clouds.  

——————————————————————————————————+++ 

Quick Proof 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being GATHERED 
together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or 
alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to 
the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. 
For that day will not come (70AD, destroying faith, and NERO lie), unless the 
rebellion (the falling away) comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called 
god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
proclaiming himself to be God. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4  
 

o They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy 
the faith of some. 2 Timothy 2:17-18  

 
 
 
 



——————————————————————————————————+++ 

What does Jesus say? 
 
In regards to ALL believers (both dead and living) Jesus says, “And this is the will 
of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 
but raise it up on the last day (John 6:39).”  
 
Lazarus died and was in a tomb for 4 days. Martha freaks out and tells Jesus, “I 
know that he (Lazarus) will rise again in the resurrection on the LAST day (John 
11:24).” 

Paul says,  

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a 
word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-15  

THE DEAD RISE and RISE FIRST ON THE LAST DAY 😂 

THE DEAD RISE BEFORE WE DO. LAZARUS AND YOUR GREAT GRANDMA WOULD 
NEED TO BE IN THAT GROUP.  
 
DEAD RISE FIRST. SO HOW is that possible in a rapture scenario of believers 
departing SEPARATELY and BEFORE the last day (second coming)?  
 
——————————————————————————————————+++ 

1 Thessalonians RAPTURE - THE UP  ⬆ 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the TRUMPET of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 



The text continues ….. 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2  

——————————————————————————————————+++ 

SECOND COMING - THE DOWN ⬇ 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days (trumpets 1-3) the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in 
heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
Matthew 24:29-31 
 
——————————————————————————————————+++ 

FOLLOW THE TRUMPETS  

Both the “rapture” UP text of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 AND “tribulation” or 
second coming DOWN text of Matthew 24:29-31 … mention a LOUD trumpet 
sounded by angels. Remember, the last day isn’t the last day of time on the 
earth … rather the last day is the second coming of Christ as part of a sequence 
of great judgments upon the earth. 
 
Revelation chapters 8-11 spell out the 7 trumpet blasts. Blast number 4 is where I 
am parked.  
 
“The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third 
of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be 
darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third 
of the night.” Revelation 8:12  

Trumpet and Gathering 



This has to be the trumpet blast of both the “rapture” UP and of the 
tribulation/second coming DOWN text in Matthew 24.  

2 EVENTS UP AND DOWN ON THE SAME DAY.  

Why?  

• The text in Matthew 24:29 says, “Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days (yes, those trumpets of 1-3) the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken.”  

• “The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Joel 2:31  

So. When the celestials are shaken … that trumpet call is ours!  

This is SHARED UP AND DOWN trumpet #4! Yes, MID TRIBULATION.  

Both events from 1 Thess 4 (rapture UP proof text) and Matthew 24 (second 
coming DOWN proof text) mention the gathering of the elect and The Lord 
descending on clouds from heaven. Jesus doesn’t come to gather His own elect 
twice!  

Simply put. Paul (1 Thess 4) and Matthew (as copied from Mark) have different 
parts of the same event! One single day, 2 parts/stages. Up and down.  
 
Trumpets 5-7 occur without pre “last day” believers in the earth.  Final judgment 
upon the dead comes at trumpet #7 in Revelation 11:15-19.  

Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly 
overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the 
other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!” Revelation 8:13  

The church rising to meet Jesus in the air and the nations SEEING Jesus like one 
sees lightning shining from the east to the west ... will be the same day, as part of 
the same event of His second coming, and as part of God's sequence of judgment. 
 
 
 



——————————————————————————————————+++ 

YOU AREN’T BEING RESCUED. YOU ARE THE RESCUER.  

You aren’t called to be rescued. You are called to BE rescue ops. You are called to 
be a life boat.  
 
Let’s see what Jesus says, 
 
“I do NOT ask that you take them out of the world, but that you KEEP them from 
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 
SANCTIFY (mature) them in the truth; your word (logos: message) is truth. 18 As 
you sent me into the world, so I have sent THEM into the world.”  
John 17:15-18 
 
Rapture teaching creates as much apathy towards kingdom growth as 
universalism and preterism.  
 
There is no rapture rescue ops. Jesus put YOU here to be a life raft, and fresh wind 
is coming to fill you to capacity and over flowing.  
 
YOU, believer, in covenant with Christ are plan A, B, C, and D.  
 
Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty men. Let 
all the men of war draw near; let them come up. Beat your plowshares into 
swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, “I am a 
warrior.” Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves 
there. Bring down your warriors, O Lord (OPPRESSED). Let the nations stir 
themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to 
judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, 
tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is 
great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord 
(last day) is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shining (4th trumpet; Rev 8:12). The Lord roars from 
Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth quake. 
But the Lord is a REFUGE to his people, a stronghold to the people of Israel. 
Joel 3:9-16  
 



——————————————————————————————————+++ 

The Year of the Lord's Favor (Jesus testifies Luke 
4:18,20-21) 

The oppressed rising up IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS! 

Isaiah 61:1-11 

61 The Spirit of the Lord God (elijah, Jesus) is upon me,      
because the Lord has anointed me  
to bring good news to the poor;       
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, t 
o proclaim liberty to the captives (oppressed),     
and the opening of the prison (choice) to those who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,      
and the day of vengeance of our God;      
to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—      
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,  
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,      
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;  
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,      
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins;     
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities,      
the devastations of many generations. 
5 Strangers (gentiles) shall stand and tend your flocks;     
foreigners (gentiles) shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; 
6 but you shall be called the priests of the Lord;     
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God 
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,     
and in their glory YOU (The Father) shall boast. 
7 Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;      
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;  
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;      
they shall have everlasting joy. 
8 For I the Lord love justice;      
I hate robbery and wrong;  



I will faithfully give them their recompense,      
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their OFFSPRING (Galatians 3:26,29) shall be known among the nations,      
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;  
all who see them shall acknowledge them,      
that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;      
my soul shall exult in my God,  
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;     
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,      
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,      
and as a garden causes what is sown (seed) in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise      
to sprout up before all the nations. 
  
——————————————————————————————————+++ 
 
 


